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Thanks to a robust business ecosystem, high-quality job growth and a
pro-business climate, the Metro Denver area earned the No. 2 ranking
on U.S. News & World Report’s “Most Desirable Places to Live.”

A Note
From our
President

That’s pretty impressive but nothing new for those of us who make
Denver our homes. Living here really does provide access to an
unparalleled quality of life.
We hope this relocation guide can help you make your decision about
a move to Denver and any transition a smooth one.
As you consider joining us, I invite you to make sure you do your
due diligence. Ask us any questions that spring to mind, talk to our
employees, dig as deep as you need. Like you, we want to be sure the
fit is right.
There are two important points I want to be sure I share with you
about our firm:
First, organic growth is at the heart of our strategy, delivering results
that have allowed us to outperform our competition year after year.
How well has that worked? How does more than 700% growth since
2004 sound?
Secondly, the needs of our employees are at the forefront of all that
we do, which is why we provide our team with the latest technology,
training and professional education opportunities in the industry.
Ready to join our team? You know what to do.
Best,
Andrew Mahoney
President
CCIG

One of the Best Places to Live
Founded in 1876, Colorado and its largest city, Denver, have come a long way since the Gold Rush and
Wild West days. A strong job market, moderate cost of living and plenty of great outdoor activities make
the Metro Denver area one of the best places to live in the U.S. In fact, Denver – aka the Mile-High City for
its 5,280-foot elevation – took the No. 2 spot on the U.S. News “Best Places to Live” list.
What follows is a closer look at the market, its attributes and a glimpse into some of the most important
sectors of the Metro Denver economy.
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Metro Denver by
the Numbers
POPULATION

RANKINGS

MSA POPULATION

IN BEST PLACES TO LIVE

#02

BEST CITIES FOR YOUNG
PROFESSIONALS

#11

HEALTHIEST CITIES
IN AMERICA

#07

39.2%

IN BEST PLACES TO LIVE
IN COLORADO

#01

EMPLOYMENT & INCOME

IN FASTEST
GROWING PLACES

#24

3.3 MLLION
RANKING RELATIVE
TO OTHER CITIES

19TH

LARGEST
IN U.S.

MEDIAN AGE

37.3

CITY OF DENVER
POPULATION

734,134

WITH A BACHELOR’S
DEGREE OR HIGHER

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD
INCOME

UNEMPLOYMENT
RATE (PRE-COVID)

MEDIAN SINGLEFAMILY HOME PRICE

REGIONAL ECONOMY
(2018)

$81,617

$436,500
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<4%

$194 BILLION
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Demographics
Facts about Colorado’s:

•

Colorado was the second-fastest growing state in 2015 (U.S.
Census Bureau, 2016)

•

Colorado is the nation’s second-most highly educated state
for residents (39.2 percent) with a bachelor’s degree or higher
(U.S. Census Bureau, 2016)

•

In addition, Colorado has the nation’s lowest obesity rate and
is No. 1 for physical activity (Trust for America’s Health, 2016;
Kaiser State Health Facts, 2016)

KEY DEMOGRAPHICS
COST OF LIVING: ABOVE
THE NATIONAL AVERAGE

INCOME: ABOVE THE NATIONAL
HOUSEHOLD MEDIAN

POPULATION

LABOR FORCE

MEDIAN PER CAPITA INCOME

MEDIAN AGE

12%

5,456,574
$59,448

13%

3,086,964
36.2
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Education
Colorado has one of the nation’s most educated workforces, ranking second in the U.S. for percentage of
residents with a bachelor’s degree or higher.

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
Metro Denver

HIGH SCHOOL
DIPLOMA
BACHELOR'S DEGREE/
HIGHER

Colorado

U.S.

91.8% 91.9% 88.3%
46.5% 41.7% 32.6%

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey, 2019

K-12 OPTIONS
Pre-Kindergarten-12 education in Metro Denver offers many choices, including high-quality public schools with
alternative learning environments such as charter and magnet schools, as well as private and parochial schools.

•
•
•
•

The region’s K-12 education system includes:

•
•
•

19 public school districts
Private schools
Charter schools

Magnet schools
International baccalaureate programs
Parochial schools
Montessori schools

COLLEGE ENTRANCE TEST SCORES
Colorado’s high school students have some of the nation’s highest scores for college entrance exams.

AMERICAN COLLEGE
TEST (ACT)
SCHOLASTIC APTITUDE
TEST (SAT)

Colorado

U.S.

20.6
1201

20.8
1060

Source: Colorado Department of Education; ACT, Inc.; and College Board, 2017
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Income
Metro Denver has one of the nation’s strongest metropolitan economies. Due to the high education
attainment levels of the workforce and a higher-than-average concentration of two-earner households,
Metro Denver has historically enjoyed higher household incomes than much of the nation.

Metro Denver

PER CAPITA
PERSONAL INCOME
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD
INCOME

Colorado

$65,424 $58,456
$81,617 $65,458

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis; U.S. Census Bureau, ACS

Housing
The Metro Denver median sales price of existing single-family detached homes was $436,500 in 2019,
according to the National Association of Realtors.
The average rent in the second quarter of 2020 was $1,505 per month in Metro Denver.

Metro Denver

(2Q 2020)

MONTHLY APARTMENT RENT

(2019)

SINGLE-FAMILY ATTACHED
MEDIAN SALES PRICE

$436,50
$277,000
$1,505

(2019)

SINGLE-FAMILY DETACHED
MEDIAN SALES PRICE

Sources: Colorado Comps, Apartment Association of Metro Denver, Denver Metro
Apartment Vacancy & Rent Survey.
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Recreation
The Metro Denver region has a semi-arid, four-season climate with mild temperatures and nearly 300 days of
annual sunshine. Our recreational opportunities include:

•
•
•

More than 100 public and private golf courses.

•

More than 200 city and mountain parks and
eight state parks in or immediately outside of
the seven-county Metro Denver region.

•

Red Rocks Park & Amphitheatre, a 9,000-seat
amphitheater that has hosted everyone from the
Beatles to top symphony orchestras.

•

One of the longest recreational trails in the
nation, the High Line Canal Trail, which runs
66 miles connecting Douglas, Arapahoe, and
Denver counties.

World-class ski resorts less than two hours away.
Rocky Mountain National Park, the fourth mostvisited national park in the U.S.

Culture
Metro Denver is home to the Denver Performing
Arts Complex, the nation’s largest arts complex
under one roof.

including the Clyfford Still Museum, dedicated
solely to the works of Clyfford Still, one of the most
influential abstract American painters.

Visitors can attend the symphony, ballet, opera,
theatre, and touring productions there, and at
numerous exhibiting institutions and performance
venues throughout the area.

The American Museum of Western Art features
more than 650 paintings and drawings spanning
200 years of American history, and it is located in
a historic building that was once a bordello and
gambling hall.

Denver also has several unique art museums
CCIG // Relocation Guide

8

Spectator Sports
Metro Denver is truly a sports city. In the past 20 years,
four new venues have been constructed for the region’s
eight major sports franchises. More than six million fans
attend sporting events in Metro Denver each year.
Eight Professional Sports Teams:

•

Colorado Avalanche – Two-time Stanley Cup
champions

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Denver Broncos – Three-time Super Bowl champions
Colorado Rockies – 2007 National League champions
Denver Nuggets – Basketball (NBA)
Colorado Mammoth – Lacrosse (NLL)
Colorado Rapids – Soccer (2010 MLS Cup champions)
Denver Outlaws – Lacrosse (MLL)
Denver Barbarians - Rugby (PRO)
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“We have built a culture here
that is progressive, innovative,
and exciting. Not only is it an
environment that people enjoy
coming into every day, it’s an
environment they can envision
spending their entire careers in.”
— Spencer Mahoney

Executive Vice President
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6 Things to Know about the Mile-High City
1

DENVER HAS 300 DAYS OF ANNUAL SUNSHINE

Denver has a mild, dry and sunny climate with more
annual hours of sun than San Diego or Miami Beach. In
winter, Denver is dryer than Phoenix with an average daily
high of 45 degrees in February. Golf courses remain open
all year. Denver receives only 14 inches of precipitation a
year – about the same as Los Angeles.

3

DENVER IS NEAR THE MOUNTAINS, NOT IN THEM.

Denver is located on high rolling plains, 12 miles east of
the “foothills,” a series of gentle mountains that climb
to 11,000 feet. Just beyond is the “Front Range of the
Rocky Mountains,” a series of formidable snowcapped
peaks that rise to 14,000 feet. Denver might not be in the
mountains, but the mountains still dominate the city.

5

DENVER BREWS MORE BEER THAN ANY OTHER CITY.

The first building in Denver was a saloon, so it’s natural
that Denver would become a great beer town. Coors
Brewery is the world’s largest. Denver’s Great American
Beer Festival is the largest in the nation, offering more
than 4,000 different beers for tasting. The Wynkoop
Brewing Company is one of the largest brewpubs in the
country. On an average day in the Denver Metro area, more
than 200 different beers are brewed and can be enjoyed in
more than 150 breweries, brew pubs and tap rooms.
Source: Visit Denver
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DENVER’S ARTS AND CULTURAL SCENE IS THRIVING.
Covering four square blocks, the Denver Performing
Arts Complex is the second largest in the country, with
10 theatres seating more than 10,000 people for opera,
symphony, ballet, Tony Award-winning theatre and
touring Broadway shows. The $92-million Ellie Caulkins
Opera House is recognized as one of the finest
acoustical venues in the world.

4

DENVER IS A CITY OF MANY COLORS AND CULTURES.
Denver grew by 30 percent in the 1990s – an average of
1,000 new residents a week, every week for 10 years.
In this period, the Hispanic population in Colorado
increased by 73 percent. According to the 2010 Census,
over 31 percent of the City of Denver is of Hispanic and
Latino descent and 10 percent are African American.

6

DENVER HAS AMONG THE LARGEST DOWNTOWNS
IN THE U.S.

Unlike some Western cities, Denver has a definitive,
exciting and walkable downtown. Within just a one-mile
radius, there are three sports stadiums, the country’s
second largest performing arts complex, an assortment of
art and history museums, a mint producing 10 billion coins
a year, a river offering whitewater rafting, the country’s
only downtown amusement park, a world-class aquarium,
more than 11,000 hotel rooms and more than 300
restaurants, brewpubs, rooftop cafes and music venues.
10

Economic Activity
Home to some of the fastest-growing counties in the nation, Metro Denver boasts a competitive environment,
sound transportation infrastructure, and variety of industries.

•
•

Denver ranks No. 4 among Forbes’ 2019 The Best Places for Business and Careers.
Colorado ranked No. 9 on Forbes’ Best States for Business.

FORTUNE 500 COMPANIES
Company

ARROW ELECTRONICS
DAVITA
QURATE RETAIL
DISH NETWORK
VF
BALL
DCP MIDSTREAM
LIBERTY MEDIA
NEWMONT GOLDCORP
WESTERN UNION
CCIG // Relocation Guide

Industry

WHOLESALER:
ELECTRONICS
HEALTH CARE: MEDICAL
FACILITIES
INTERNET SERVICES &
RETAILING

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

APPAREL

AEROSPACE,
CONTAINERS

PIPELINES

ENTERTAINMENT

MINING, CRUDE OIL
PRODUCTION
FINANCIAL DATA
SERVICES

“CCIG is a place where
people can thrive.
We’ve made significant
investments in culture,
learning and development,
and technology to help all
of our employees reach
their full potential. Plus, we
really have a lot of fun along
the way!”
— JB Richardson,

Chief Operating Officer
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Healthcare
Over the past five years, healthcare and wellness
employment in the region grew 29 percent, which
was nearly triple the U.S. growth rate of 11.5
percent. No wonder the healthcare and wellness
cluster is the region’s largest cluster in terms of
employment, with a payroll totaling nearly $14
billion.

Life Science
The life science industry in the nine-county region is
home to almost 17,000 workers in 840 companies.
Between 2014 and 2019, life science employment
in the region grew 10.2 percent, compared with 9.5
percent nationally.

SNAPSHOT
METRO DENVER HEALTHCARE & WELLNESS
EMPLOYMENT SNAPSHOT
DIRECT EMPLOYMENT

DIRECT EMPLOYMENT

COMPANIES

COMPANIES

248,910
29,330
29%
5.8%
11%
$58,820
248,910

FIVE-YEAR EMPLOYMENT GROWTH (2014-2019)
(11.5%)

ONE-YEAR EMPLOYMENT GROWTH (2019)
(1.9%)

DIRECT EMPLOYMENT CONCENTRATION (2019)
(11.2%)

AVERAGE WAGE

DIRECT EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT CONCENTRATION RANKING
(AMONG 50 LARGEST METROS)

36
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16,980
840
10.2%
2.2%
0.8%
$93,600

FIVE-YEAR EMPLOYMENT GROWTH (2012-2017)
(9.5%)

ONE-YEAR EMPLOYMENT GROWTH (2017)
(2.9%)

DIRECT EMPLOYMENT CONCENTRATION (2017)
(0.6%)

AVERAGE WAGE

EMPLOYMENT CONCENTRATION RANKING
(AMONG 50 LARGEST METROS)

22

Source: Metro Denver Economic Development Corp.
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Energy
The energy and natural resources industry is Colorado’s most diverse - combining oil and gas, mining, power
utilities, renewable energy, and water companies, as well as research and consulting businesses. The cluster
added jobs for the third-consecutive year with a 1.3% increase in 2019.
DIRECT EMPLOYMENT

COMPANIES

AVERAGE WAGE

FIVE-YEAR EMPLOYMENT
GROWTH (2014-2019)

ONE-YEAR EMPLOYMENT
GROWTH (2019)

DIRECT EMPLOYMENT
CONCENTRATION (2019)

92,600
6.4%

(-0.9%)

7,620
1.3%

(1.9%)

$100,200

3%

(2.5%)

EMPLOYMENT CONCENTRATION RANKING
(AMONG 50 LARGEST METROS)

10

Food & Beverage
From iconic beer brands to innovative natural food companies to trailblazing agribusiness firms, the Metro
Denver’s food and beverage production cluster combines a wide spectrum of companies.
DIRECT EMPLOYMENT

COMPANIES

AVERAGE WAGE

FIVE-YEAR EMPLOYMENT
GROWTH (2014-2019)

ONE-YEAR EMPLOYMENT
GROWTH (2019)

DIRECT EMPLOYMENT
CONCENTRATION (2019)

46,550
23.5%

(12%)

2,810
3%

(1.4%)

$53,070

1.5%

(1.4%)

EMPLOYMENT CONCENTRATION RANKING
(AMONG 50 LARGEST METROS)

20

Source: Metro Denver Economic Development Corp.
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Financial Services
With 104,720 employees in nearly 24,000 companies, financial services is a large part of the employee base in
the Metro Denver region. Over the past five years, financial services employment grew 12.2 percent, compared
with 6.9 percent nationally.
DIRECT EMPLOYMENT

COMPANIES

AVERAGE WAGE

FIVE-YEAR EMPLOYMENT
GROWTH (2012-2017)

ONE-YEAR EMPLOYMENT
GROWTH (2017)

DIRECT EMPLOYMENT
CONCENTRATION (2017)

104,720
12.2%

(6.9%)

23,960
1.1%

(1.0%)

$106,100

4.6%

(4.1%)

EMPLOYMENT CONCENTRATION RANKING
(AMONG 50 LARGEST METROS)

15

Source: Metro Denver Economic Development Corp.
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CCIG
CCIG’s headquarters underwent a top-to-bottom makeover in 2019, resulting in a space that provides our
employees a blend of technology and office ergonomics along with some of the comforts of home. Designed
with interaction and collaboration in mind, our headquarters includes huddle rooms, couches, high-top
tables and the sort of furnishings you’d see in a well-appointed hotel lobby. It’s a great place to work as well
as entertain clients, thanks to large-screen TVs and a couple of beer taps.
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